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How many results do you think you would 
get if you did a             search for:  

“AUTISM TREATMENT”?

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.searchenginepeople.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2008/04/confusion.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.searchenginepeople.com/blog/page/8&h=260&w=246&sz=13&hl=en&start=2&um=1&usg=__WdQBH0ZdcijxuVGUAc01NKc35M0=&tbnid=ByfK8QpJvPB6bM:&tbnh=112&tbnw=106&prev=/images?q=confusion&um=1&hl=en&sa=N
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.searchenginepeople.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2008/04/confusion.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.searchenginepeople.com/blog/page/8&h=260&w=246&sz=13&hl=en&start=2&um=1&usg=__WdQBH0ZdcijxuVGUAc01NKc35M0=&tbnid=ByfK8QpJvPB6bM:&tbnh=112&tbnw=106&prev=/images?q=confusion&um=1&hl=en&sa=N


Results 47,200,000  for “AUTISM TREATMENT”!!!!!
(January 26, 2017)



Education Update



Number of Students with ASD Increasing
CA Department of Special Education

Special Education Enrollment by Age & Disability
December 2009-2010 Reporting Cycle=59,592
December 2010-2011 Reporting Cycle=65,815
December 2011-2012 Reporting Cycle=71,702
December 2012-2013 Reporting Cycle=78,624
December 2013-14 Reporting Cycle=84,713

December 2014-2015 Reporting Cycle: 90,794

December 2015-16 Reporting Cycle
97,156 Students

[13.2% of Special Education Students in CA]

Source: www.cde.ca.gov/ds



Autism=
97.156Source:http://data1.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/ 



Prevalence of ASD in CA Schools 
(Number of students receiving Special Education Services)
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What’s New from NPDC?



AFIRM
Autism Focused Intervention Resources and Modules

http://autismpdc.fpg.unc.edu/npdc-resources

New EBP Learning Modules!



AFIRM
Autism Focused Intervention Resources and Modules

www.captain.ca.gov
http://afirm.fpg.unc.edu/afirm-modules



AFIRM Modules
[15 of 27 EBPs Available as of 01/26/17]

1. ABI Antecedent-based Intervention
2. DTT Discrete Trial Training
3. ECE Exercise
4. FBA Functional Behavior Analysis
5. MD Modeling
6. PMII Peer-Mediated Instruction and Intervention
7. PECS Picture Exchange Communication System
8. PP Prompting
9. R+ Reinforcement
10. SM Self-management
11. SN Social Narratives
12. SST Social Skills Training
13. TA Task Analysis
14. TD Time Delay
15. VS Visual Supports

Upcoming:
SM Structured Play
VM Video Modeling
SC Scripting



New AFIRM Learning Module!
How to Select an EBP

http://afirm.fpg.unc.edu/selecting-ebp



SELF LEARNING MODULES FOR TODDLERS!
NPDC-ASD Early Start Website

http://asdtoddler.fpg.unc.edu



Another Excellent EBP Resource for 
Older Individuals with ASD

www.captain.ca.gov
http://csesa.fpg.unc.edu



SUBSCRIBE!
Stay Up-To-Date!

http://fpg.unc.edu/subscribe-enews



New Goal Attainment Scaling (GAS) Form



Old Goal Attainment Scaling (GAS) Form

Much More Than 
Expected (+2)

More Than 
Expected (+1)

Expected 
Outcome (0)

Less Than 
Expected (-1)

Much Less Than 
Expected (-2)



Want to see examples of how to use the Goal 
Attainment Scaling (GAS) Form?

http://csesa.fpg.unc.edu/high-school-case-studies



Yes!
The new Goal Attainment Scale (GAS) form 
is on the CAPTAIN website in Resources!



NPDC Made the EBP Matrix!



Yes!
The new NPDC Matrix is on the CAPTAIN 
website in Resources!



An Introductory Letter

Yes! 
It’s on the 
CAPTAIN
Website in 
Resources! 





 Autism Caseload Update 

 SSIP/ “Take a Minute” Campaign  

24

Emily Woolford, Assistant Chief, Early Start & Health Services Section, DDS

Christine Bagley, Community Program Specialist II, DDS, Early Start and Health 
Services Section
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January 2005 January  2015

Has 
Autism 

Number of 
Consumers

Percentage of 
Total

Number of 
Consumers

Percentage of 
Total

Yes 
28,732 16.3% 75,378 30.9% 

No 
147,733 83.7% 168,628 69.1% 

Total  
Consumers 

176,465 100.0% 244,006 100.0% 
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Number of Consumers with Autism 
January 2005 and January 2015
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Total Number of Consumers with Autism  
2015: 75,378
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 The SSIP is a multi-year, achievable plan to 
increase the percentage of infants and 
toddlers with disabilities in California who will 
substantially increase their rate of growth in 
positive social-emotional skills (including 
social relationships) by the time they exit the 
early intervention program. 
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 Best Practices Provider Checklist
 Parent Flyer
 Video 
 Early Start Online Open Access 
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http://http://earlystartneighborhood.ning
.com//

http://http//earlystartneighborhood.ning.com//


Transition Funding

Soryl Markowitz, LCSW, Westside Regional Center



 Issued in January, 2014
 State Transition Plans
 Programs funded need to provide service recipients 

full access to the benefits of community living
 Ensures individuals’ rights of privacy, dignity, and 

respect; Freedom from coercion and restraint
 Services and supports to focus on the nature and 

quality of individuals’ experiences, but optimizing 
autonomy and independence in making life 
choices.

 Person Centered Planning
 Programs must be in compliance by March 2019



 Services directed by the individual and people they choose 

 Includes preferences and plan to achieve goals

 Encompasses the full participation of all people in community life

 Accommodates any person with a disability without restrictions or limitations of any kind

 Work performed by people with disabilities, in an integrated setting, for wages commensurate 
with non-disabled workers

 Funds available for programs to access to assist in redesigning their services

 Requires that individuals do not remain in segregated settings



Self Determination

Your Life
Your Way



The Self Determination Law was signed by Governor 
Brown in October, 2013
∗ Allows individuals to choose:

* Services and Supports
* Who provides these services and supports
* Where they are provided
* Requires Person Centered Planning

What is Self Determination?



∗ Based on RC spending on the individual in the 
preceding 12 months

∗ In the first 3 years limits participants to a total of 2500 
statewide

∗ Each RC given a specific allotment based on total 
number of clients

∗ After 3 years anyone can join

∗ Eliminates RC restrictions due to regulation

Self Determination



GAO REPORT RELEASED
November 17, 2016
(Government Accountability Office) Ann England

http://www.gao.gov/products/D14984



GAO REPORT RELEASED
November 17, 2016

(Government Accountability Office)

• About what?
– Services Needed During the Transition into Adulthood for Youth 

with ASD

• Why did they do this study?
– About a half a million youth with ASD will enter adulthood over the 

next decade. As they exit high school, they must obtain services 
as adults.

• What did the GAO study?
1. the services and supports transitioning youth with ASD need           
to attain their goals for adulthood
2. the characteristics of these services and supports
3. how youth with ASD can be fully integrated into society 



GAO REPORT RELEASED
November 17, 2016

• What are the 5 goals ASD youth need?

1. Education
2. Employment
3. Maximizing independent living
4. Health and safety
5. Maximizing community integration 



GAO REPORT RELEASED
November 17, 2016

• What are the 14 service categories?



GAO REPORT RELEASED
November 17, 2016

• What do services need to be?
– timely and individualized services that address the variation 

in autism characteristics and any changes over a person’s 
lifetime

– equitable access to services regardless of their race, 
gender, family income, or location. 

– services within youths’ local communities in order to foster 
access and community involvement

– services should be evidence-based and more research into 
program efficacy is needed



GAO REPORT RELEASED
November 17, 2016

• How do we improve the ability of youth with 
ASD to fully integrate into society?
– Panel cited the need for a new approach to providing 

supports and better public understanding of autism (e.g., 
approach would place a shared responsibility for inclusion 
on both society and youth with ASD)

• For example, youth with ASD should learn workplace social 
expectations and meet them to the extent they can, but 
employers should also recognize that some social rules (i.e., 
expecting individuals to smile) can be difficult for some 
individuals with ASD



Supreme Court Considers How Schools 
Support Students With Disabilities

January 11, 2017
• This case is described as the most important case involving public 

school special education in three decades. 

• Stanford Law professor Jeffrey Fisher, is representing a boy with 
ASD from Colorado and his parents.

• The Question: “What is the level of educational benefit that school 
districts must confer on children with disabilities to provide them with 
the free appropriate public education (FAPE) guaranteed by the 
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)?”



Supreme Court Considers How Schools 
Support Students With Disabilities

January 11, 2017

• A key ambiguity in the law is what qualifies as an “appropriate” 
education.

• At issue is whether federal law requires public schools to provide more 
than the bare minimum in special services for children with disabilities

• It now falls on the justices to decide whether to endorse the 10th 
circuit’s minimal standard for educational equality for disabled students 
or to articulate a higher standard.



Jessica Surheinrich, Assistant Professor of 
Education, San Diego State University

Hot Topics in Research



• Parent mediated early intervention has demonstrated 
short-term effects on child outcomes

• Joint engagement
• Social communication
• Symbolic play
• Social imitation

• Until now only a handful of small studies have 
evaluated longer term outcomes

Long-term Effects of 
Parent Provided Early Intervention



Parent-mediated social communication therapy for young children with 
autism (PACT): long-term follow-up of a randomized controlled trial (Pickles 
et al., 2016)

• Parent Autism Communication Trial (PACT)

• Follow-up evaluation 5 years after the intervention ended

• Results show differences in 
• ASD severity 
• Child initiations toward parents

Long-term Effects of 
Parent Provided Early Intervention



Peer-mediated intervention

A systematic review of peer-mediated interventions for children with autism spectrum 
disorder (Chang & Locke, 2016)

• Peer mediated interventions (PMI) involve training peers in behavioral and social 
strategies ton engage children with ASD.

• Reviewed studies with experimental group designs
• 5 studies
• Children ages 3-17
• School and camp settings

• Significant increases in social outcomes in 4 of the 5 studies



Rethinking Sustainability

Intervention
-Components
-Practitioners
-Outcomes

Setting
-Staffing
-Organizational Culture
-Training
-Supervision

Larger System
-Policy
-Regulations
-Population Characteristics

Adapted from Chambers, Glasgow & St  



Take Aways

• Increased focus on parent training  (not just providing 
information but skill-building)

• Encouraging findings for the effectiveness of PMI in “real-
world” group settings

• Growing understanding of organizational and system factors 
affecting EBP use



CAPTAIN
EBP Implementation Award

• CAPTAIN Cadre Members will notify CAPTAIN 
Leadership using the award form on CAPTAIN website

• CAPTAIN Leadership will send a “CAPTAIN 
Implementation Award” back to the Cadre member 
who will forward the award to the individual and also 
makes sure the SELPA Director, Principal, etc. are 
informed

• Award will be announced via CAPTAIN Social Media 
platforms and announced each year at the Summits 
during “Hot Topics/What’s New in ASD”





CAPTAIN EBP Implementation
Nomination Form

Yes!  
It’s on the 
CAPTAIN 
website in 

Resources! 




Samantha Thompson
SPARK Project Coordinator

UC Davis MIND Institute



What is SPARK?

Speed up research and advance our 
understanding of autism to help improve 

lives

• Shape the future of autism 
research and treatments

• 50,000 participants

• 21 clinical sites



A landmark autism research 
project

• Greater need than ever before
• Hundreds of genetic conditions could play a role in autism
• Advances in available treatments
• Improved quality of life



HELP US REACH OUR GOAL!



How you can help SPARK

MAILINGS

SOCIAL MEDIA

RECRUITMENT
MATERIALS

EMAIL 
INVITATIONS

EVENTS

NEWSLETTERS

WEBSITE 
LINKS











Want to help us ignite autism research?

Have an idea of how we can work together?

Let us know!



Samantha Thompson
SPARK Project Coordinator
sthompson@ucdavis.edu

(916) 703-0441

Brittani Phillips (Hilscher)
SPARK Project Coordinator

bhilscher@ucdavis.edu
(916) 703-0299



“Children and families cannot benefit 
from evidence-based practices that 

they do not experience”
-Fixsen, NIRN, 2006

http://implementation.fpg.unc.edu/



END
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